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IS AMARAD, November 28: Chief
Executive Officer, Drug Regulatory
Authority of Pakistan (DRAP) Dr.
Sheikh Akhter Hussain represented
Palistaninthe 1st meetingof Headsof
National Medicines Regulatory
Authorities (NMRAs) of Organization
| of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) member
countries at Jakarta, Republic of
Indonesia.

of the meeting was t0

The purpose
strengthen the collaboration amongst
PR s

CEO DRAP for harmonization of standards on
regulations of medicines and vaccines among

regulatory authorities

the OIC NMRAs towards self-reliance
of medicines and vaccines. Different
OIC Member States presented their
current status with regards to capacity
and selfereliance in medicines and
vaccines. The meeting aimed at ensur-
ing extended cooperation mecha-
nisms among the regulatory authori-
ties for capacity building, combatting
substandard and falsified medicines,
imational medicine use, provision of

of OIC countries -

maceuticals regulatory policies and
practices and promoting national
medicine regulatory strategy for pro-
gresi\elyac}ﬁe\-ingﬂlelﬁghestattajn-
able standard of health. In separate
meetings with Heads and delegates
fromvarious NMRAs of OIC Member
States, Dr. Sheikh Akhter Hussain
stressed on the need of harmonization
of standards on regulations of medi-
cines and vaccines among regulatory

authorities of OIC countries. PR

halal medicines, cooperation in phar-
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Our correspondent
Islamabad

The need for harmonisation of
standards on regulations of
medicines and vaccines among
regulatory authorities of OIC
(Organisation of Islamic Coop-
eration) countries was flagged
at the 1st meeting of heads of
National Medicines Regulatory
Authorities (NMRAs) of OIC
member countries at Jakarta,

- | Indonesia.

Pakistan was represented at
the meeting by the Chief Execu-
tive Officer of the Drug Regula-
tory Authority of Pakistan
(DRAP) Dr. Sheikh Akhter Hus-
sain. The purpose of the meeting
was to strengthen collaboration

amongst the OIC NMRAs to-

wards self-reliance of medicines
and vaccines. Different OIC
member states presented their
current status with regards to ca-
pacity and self-reliance in
medicines and vaccines.

In separate meetings with
heads and delegates from vari-
ous NMRAs of OIC member
states, Dr. Sheikh stated that
DRAP is already working for in-
ternational harmonization and
aims to achieve maturity level 3
in WHO Global Benchmarking.

The meeting was of impor-
tance as the 2017 Secretary-
General’s Report presented to
the 6th Islamic Conference of
Health Ministers, held on De-
cember 5-7, 2017, emphasized
the commitment of the OIC
General Secretariat and rele-

OIC meeting discusses
medicines standards

vant OIC institutions to carry
out efforts for promotion of
self-reliance in production and
supply of vaccines and
medicines in OIC member
states in order to improve ac-
cess to essential medicine, in-
cluding vaccines.

The meeting was also aimed
at ensuring extended coopera-
tion mechanisms among regula-
tory authorities for capacity
building, combating substan-
dard and falsified medicines, ir-
rational medicine use, provision
of halal medicines, cooperation
in pharmaceuticals regulatory
policies and practices, and pro-
motion of national medicine
regulatory strategy for progres-
sively achieving the highest at-
tainable standard of health.




